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Late Edition 


Today, cloudy, some afternoon rain, 
warmer, high 69. Tonight, evening 
rain, clearing late, chillier, low 46. 
Tomorrow, partly sunny, high 54. 
Weather map appears on Page C8. 
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A Complex Paper Trail: 
Blurring Kremlin's Ties 


To Key U.S. Businesses 


Shipping Firm Links 
Commerce Chief to 
Putin ‘Cronies’ 


This article is by Mike McIntire, 
Sasha Chavkin and Martha M. 
Hamilton. 


After becoming commerce sec- 
retary, Wilbur L. Ross Jr. retained 
investments in a shipping firm he 
once controlled that has signifi- 
cant business ties to a Russian oli- 
garch subject to American sanc- 
tions and President Vladimir V. 
Putin’s son-in-law, according to 
newly disclosed documents. 

The shipper, Navigator Hold- 
ings, earns millions of dollars a 
year transporting gas for one ofits 
top clients, a giant Russian energy 
company called Sibur, whose own- 
ers include the oligarch and Mr. 
Putin’s family member. Despite 
selling off numerous other hold- 
ings to join the Trump administra- 
tion and spearhead its “America 
first” trade policy, Mr. Ross kept 
an investment in Navigator, which 
increased its business dealings 
with Sibur even as the West 
sought to punish Russia’s energy 
sector over Mr. Putin’s incursions 
into Ukraine. 

Partnerships used by Mr. Ross, 
whose private equity firm has 
long been the biggest shareholder 
in Navigator, have a 31 percent 
stake in the company. Though his 
personal share of that stake was 
reduced as he took office in Febru- 
ary, he retained an investment in 
the partnerships valued between 
$2 million and $10 million, and 
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BRENDAN McDERMID/REUTERS 
Wilbur L. Ross Jr’s private eq- 
uity firm is the largest share- 


holder in Navigator Holdings. 
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Millions in Facebook 
Shares Rooted in 
Russian Cash 


By JESSE DRUCKER 


In the fall of 2010, the Russian 
billionaire investor Yuri Milner 
took the stage for a Q. and A. at a 
technology conference in San 
Francisco. Mr. Milner, whose hold- 
ings have included major stakes in 
Facebook and Twitter, is known 
for expounding on everything 
from the future of social media to 
the frontiers of space travel. But 
when someone asked a question 
that had swirled around his Sili- 
con Valley ascent — Who were his 
investors? — he did not answer, 
turning repeatedly to the modera- 
tor with a look of incomprehen- 
sion. 

Now, leaked documents exam- 
ined by The New York Times offer 
a partial answer: Behind Mr. Mil- 
ner’s investments in Facebook 
and Twitter were hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars from the Kremlin. 

Obscured by a maze of offshore 
shell companies, the Twitter in- 
vestment was backed by VTB, a 
Russian state-controlled bank of- 
ten used for politically strategic 
deals. 

And a big investor in Mr. Mil- 
ner’s Facebook deal received fi- 
nancing from Gazprom In- 
vestholding, another govern- 
ment-controlled financial institu- 
tion, according to the documents. 
They include a cache of records 
from the Bermuda law firm Ap- 
pleby that were obtained by the 
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SIMON DAWSON/BLOOMBERG NEWS 
Yuri Milner’s company, Digital 
Sky Technologies, invested 
$200 million in Facebook. 


Tax Plan Carries Political Peril 
For Republicans in Blue States 


By ALEXANDER BURNS 


WEST CALDWELL, N.J. — 
Steve Schwartz looks like a voter 
who might swoon for the Republi- 
can tax plan, unveiled last week in 
Washington. He is a political inde- 
pendent who owns a company 
that makes windshield wipers, he 
describes himself as leaning 
“right on fiscal matters,” and he 
said he would benefit from the 
elimination or scaling-back of the 
estate tax. 

But Mr. Schwartz, 72, said he is 
deeply wary of the House bill. “I’m 
not happy,” he said, “if they take 
away New Jersey’s deductions.” 

In the dense suburbs of north- 
ern New Jersey, where property 
values are high and local taxes 
keep climbing, Mr. Schwartz has 
ample company in his unease. It is 
in places like West Caldwell, in 
New Jersey’s llth Congressional 


resistance in their drive to over- 
hauling the tax code — and the 
greatest political risks if they suc- 
ceed. 

Indeed, Republican proposals 
to raise revenue by targeting 
high-tax states dominated by 
Democrats could endanger Re- 
publicans in districts like this one, 
particularly in states like New 
Jersey, New York and California, 
perhaps putting the party’s major- 
ity in Congress in peril. 

The lth District, a Republican- 
leaning hodgepodge of quaintly 
verdant residential streets, snarl- 
ing highways and big-box shop- 
ping centers, groans under an ex- 
traordinary tax burden. To voters 
here, a range of federal tax write- 
offs are nearly sacrosanct, none 
more so than deductions for state 
and local taxes. The House tax bill 
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ARMED FOR WAR, GUNMAN KILLS 26 
IN ATTACK ON RURAL TEXAS CHURCH 


$2.50 


TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


A vigil on Sunday night in Sutherland Springs, Tex., after the killings at First Baptist Church. The victims ranged in age from 5 to 72. 


Abruptly Concentrating Power in House of Saud 


By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 


LONDON — A midnight blitz of 
arrests ordered by the crown 
prince of Saudi Arabia over the 
weekend has ensnared dozens of 
its most influential figures, includ- 
ing ll of his royal cousins, in what 
by Sunday appeared to be the 
most sweeping transformation in 
the kingdom’s governance for 
more than eight decades. 

The arrests, ordered by Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
without formal charges or any le- 
gal process, were presented as a 
crackdown on corruption. They 


FINANCIAL STAKES Investors 
greeted the upheaval with a mix 
of hope and fear. PAGE A9 


TAMING THE CLERICS The crown 
prince is pressing for a more open 
brand of Islam. PAGE A9 


caught both the kingdom’s richest 
investor, Prince Alwaleed bin Ta- 
lal, and the most potent remaining 
rival to the crown prince’s power: 
Prince Mutaib bin Abdullah, a fa- 
vored son of the late King Abdul- 
lah. 

Prince Mutaib had been re- 
moved from his post as chief of a 
major security service just hours 


before the arrests announced late 
Saturday night. 

All members of the royal family 
were barred from leaving the 
country, American officials track- 
ing the developments said on Sun- 


day. 
With the new detentions, Crown 
Prince Mohammed, King 


Salman’s favored son and key ad- 
viser, now appears to have estab- 
lished control over all three Saudi 
security services — the military, 
internal security services and na- 
tional guard. For decades they 
had been distributed among 
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A Drought Ends in Tears 


Next Mission 
For de Blasio: 
Nicer Officers 


By J. DAVID GOODMAN 
and AL BAKER 


The grim campaign ads por- 
tended carnage to come: New 
York City, in the hands of a Demo- 
cratic mayor, thrust back into the 
days of squeegee men, street 
prostitutes and 2,000 murders a 
year. 

Yet four years after those pre- 
dictions of the lawlessness that 
would take hold should Bill de Bla- 
sio win, he comes before voters on 
Tuesday with a record of keeping 
crime at bay. Murders stand at 
242, on pace to be the lowest on 
record. 

There is little doubt that Mr. de 
Blasio will win: No major Demo- 
crat rose to challenge him in the 
primary; his Republican oppo- 
nent, Nicole Malliotakis, trails by 
more than 30 points in polls; and 
while many have criticized him, 
most voters in this heavily Demo- 
cratic city appear ready to give 
him their support. Unlike 2013, it 
has been an election without mu- 


District, where Republicans are 
facing the most furious internal 


Continued on Page A15 


Shalane Flanagan on Sunday became the first American woman 
in 40 years to win the New York City Marathon. Pages F1-22. 
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Sutherland Springs 
Reels, Its Children 


Among Victims 


This article is by David Mont- 


gomery, Christopher Mele and 
Manny Fernandez. 
SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 


Tex. — A gunman clad in all black, 
with a ballistic vest strapped to his 
chest and a military-style rifle in 
his hands, opened fire on parishio- 
ners at a Sunday service at a small 
Baptist church in rural Texas, 
killing at least 26 people and turn- 
ing this tiny town east of San Anto- 
nio into the scene of the country’s 
newest mass horror. 

The gunman was identified as 
Devin Patrick Kelley, 26, accord- 
ing to two law enforcement offi- 
cials who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because the investiga- 
tion is continuing. Mr. Kelley, who 
lived in New Braunfels, Tex., died 
shortly after the attack. 

He had served in the Air Force 
at a base in New Mexico, but was 
court-martialed in 2012 on charges 
of assaulting his wife and child. He 
was sentenced to 12 months’ con- 
finement and received a “bad con- 
duct” discharge in 2014, according 
to Ann Stefanek, the chief of Air 
Force media operations. 

The motive of the attack was 
unclear on Sunday, but the grisly 
nature of it could not have been 
clearer: Families gathered in 
pews, clutching Bibles and pray- 
ing to the Lord, were murdered in 
cold blood on the spot. 

Mr. Kelley started firing at the 
First Baptist Church in Suther- 
land Springs not long after the 
Sunday morning service began at 
ll a.m., officials said. He was 
armed with a Ruger military-style 
rifle, and within minutes, many of 
those inside the small church 
were either dead or wounded. The 
victims ranged in age from 5 to 72, 
and among the dead were several 
children, a pregnant woman and 
the pastor’s 14-year-old daughter. 
It was the deadliest mass shooting 
in the state’s history. At least 20 
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President Opens Asia Trip 


President Trump praised the American 
military and his own domestic record as 
he began a 12-day tour of Asia. He also 
signed golf hats with Japan’s prime 
minister, Shinzo Abe. PAGE A6 


Ethiopia’s Nosy Neighbors 

The country’s governing party has a 
network of millions of loyalists and 
informers to watch each village and 
every neighborhood. PAGE A4 


NATIONAL A10-15 
Flint Mayor Faces Recall Vote 


The mayor says Flint, Mich., has made 
progress in its water crisis, and blames 
racism and sexism for the effort to 
unseat her. Opponents accuse her of 
corruption and incompetence. PAGE Al4 


NATIONAL 
Adopting a Divisive Agenda 


Aracially tinged campaign for governor 
has tightened the race in Virginia and, 
perhaps, presented a template for how 
to run in the Trump era. PAGE A10 


BUSINESS DAY B1-4 
Terror How-To Is a Click Away 


Before the Lower Manhattan truck 
attack, an Islamic State magazine avail- 
able online recommended the use of 
motor vehicles in “reaping large num- 
bers of casualties.” PAGE B1 


OBITUARIES D7 
‘My Secret Garden’ Author 


Nancy Friday, 
whose best-selling 
books in the 1970s 
made public the 
shocking truth that 
women had erotic 
thoughts and popu- 
larized the idea that 
their relationships were shaped by their 
ties to their mothers, was 84. 


NEW YORK A16-23 


Dancing the Night Away 


The most popular way of celebrating 
the repeal of a 91-year-old Cabaret Law, 
which barred dancing in certain venues, 
was to hit the dance floor. PAGE Al6 


ARTS C1-7 


Carrying a New “Torch Song’ 
“Maybe I am Arnold!” Michael Urie 
talks about filling Harvey Fierstein’s 
shoes in a revival of the play about the 
complicated life of a drag queen. PAGE Cl 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A24-25 


Senator Marco Rubio 
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Salesforce. 
#1 CRM. 


Salesforce ranked #1 for CRM Applications based 
on IDC 2016 Market Share Revenue Worldwide. 
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